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The Spleen+ Lymphoma

• Is it ‘enlarged’?

• Is it ‘involved’?

• How do you know? 

DOES IT MATTER?





In homine difficilius emergunt: si tamen ex 

morbo universum glandularum genus turgeat, 

manifestiores redduntur, aucta ipsarum

magnitudine, ut in defuncta puellla observavi, 

in qua lien globulis conspicuis racematim

dispersis totus scatebat

In man it is with some difficulty that they arise: 

but if, as a result of disease, all the glands 

swell, they (the organs?) are rendered more 

obvious, with the increase of their own size.  I 

have observed this in a dead girl whose body 

the spleen bubbled up, with its visible parts 

spread in clusters

Malpighi, Marcello

1628-1694







GIANT FOLLICULAR 
LYMPHADENOPATHY WITH OR 
WITHOUT SPLENOMEGALY, ITS 
TRANSFORMATION INTO 
POLYMORPHOUS CELL SARCOMA OF 
THE LYMPH FOLLICLES AND ITS 
ASSOCIATION WITH HODGKIN’S 
DISEASE, LYMPHATIC LEUKAEMIA AND 
AN APPARENTLY UNIQUE DISEASE OF 
THE LYMPH NODES AND SPLEEN - AN 
ENTITY BELIEVED HITHERTO 
UNDESCRIBED.

Symmers, 1938

FOLLICULAR LYMPHOMA aka ‘BRILL-SYMMERS’ DISEASE

The common faces of 
follicular lymphoma



THE SPLEEN



The Spleen+ Lymphoma

Gall+ Mallory 

n=618

SPLENOMEGALY

40%  (14-56):  LC 59%, HD 45%,FL 34%,…..    

Gall+ Mallory AJPath,1942









The Spleen+ Lymphoma

Rosenberg et al 

(n=1269)

Evaluation of hepatosplenomegaly in LSA

Spleen  %   Liver

PM +ve 54              51

% of these enlarged                  59              57

PM -ve Palpably enlarged        29              39

Rosenberg et al, Medicine,1961



STANFORD







A clinical syndrome



The Spleen+ Contiguous LN Involvement in HL

Stanford data,Kaplan



SPLEEN WEIGHT vs HISTOLOGY: HL

Stanford data,Glatstein et al, Cancer 1969,also Barts,RMH



GOODBYE LYMPHANGIOGRAM!



The Spleen: CT vs Histology:HL

Stanford data,Castellino et al Am J Roent. 1984

And in UK…

LAP+          CT- CT+     CT false +

23              18         5             1

Christie data,Crowther,Blackledge+Best,Clinics in Haematology 1979



VIRCHOW



STAGING LAPAROTOMY for NHL

Stanford data, Goffinet et al,Cancer Treatment Reports 1977



SPLEEN WEIGHT vs HISTOLOGY: NHL

Stanford data,Goffinet et al,Cancer 1973



SPLEEN WEIGHT vs HISTOLOGY: NHL

NCI data, Lotz et al,Cancer 1976



PET/CT

Medical Invention of the year in TIME magazine 2000

Dr David Townsend and Dr Nutt
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